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PALAMAU 

...the cradle of nature.
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Located in the picterusque valley of North Koel, 
Auranga and Burha rivers, Palamau Tiger Re-

serve hold the distinction and proud privilege of 
being one of the original nine Tiger Reserves of 
India notified in 1974 at the time of launching of 
Project Tiger Scheme. The sheer beauty of Palam-
au Tiger Reserve is bewitchinng. The beloved land 
of Cheros, Palamau stands as a fortess, an abode to 
innumerable species of flora and fanua including 
the endangered ones.  It’s vast and thick forest of 
Sal and it’s associate species is spread like a carpet. 
Mother of hundreds of springs that add water to 
North Koel, Burha and Auranga is also the lungs 
of the landscape.

The Project tiger was notified in the year 
1974 consisting of an area of 226.84 km2 which 
was subsequently expanded to 1129.93 km2 
by merging rest of the area of Palamau Wild-
life Sanctuary. The present area of Project Tiger 
had been carved out of the area under erstwhile 
Palamau Forest Division and is abode to wild 
animals like tigers, elephants, leopards, bisons, 
wild pigs and deers. 

The crown of Jharkhand, alos known and 
queen of Chhotanagpur, Netarhat is located on 
South-eastern part of the Division. The Pine 
forests, Pear orchards mimicing the Sub 
- Himalayan biogeographic zone is a ma-

jor tourist destination for travellers. Other 
tourism spots are Lodh Falls, highest waterfall of 
Jharkhand, Mirchaiya Fall, Lower Ghaghri Fall, 
Kechki, Tataha Pani, Maromar, Sugga Bandh, 
Kamaldah Lake, Palamau Fort etc.

With a thriving population of Indian Grey 
Wolves, perhaps the only wildlife sanctuary dedi-
cated for the conservation of Indian Grey Wolf, 
Mahuadanr Wolf Sanctuary is also part of the 
administrative jurisdiction of Palamau Tiger 
Reserve.  As per a recent research of Wildlife 
Institute of India, Dehradun, the estimated 
number of Indian Grey Wolves, possibly the 
most endangered and ancient lineage of wolves 
of earth, is aound 1000 to 3000 individuals ; as 
endangered as Tiger.

The reserve boasts of being evaluated as 
most productive tiger reserves of all evaluated 
for eco-system services in 2018 by  Centre for 
Ecologocal Services Management and Indian In-
stitute of Forest Management in collaboration of 
National Tiger Conservation Authority. 

The reserve’s immediate adjoining landscape 
includes the forests of Mahuadanr Range 
including Mahuadanr Wolf Sanctuary and 
the forests of Bhandaria and Ranka East ranges 
of Garhwa South Forest Division which are con-

tiguous with the Sarguja Forest Division of Chhat-
tisgarh. The forests of Latehar Forest Division 
are on the western side. There is also connectivity 
with forests of Medininagar Forest Division on the 
northeastern part of the reserve.

Infamous for the home of Naxals in the past, 
the situations are ameliorating as eco-tourism has 
made its way to the hearts of local communities. 
More and more communities are coming forward 
for participatory management of eco-tourism sites 
such as Lodh waterfalls and Mirchaiya Waterfall. 

Palamau Tiger Reserve is equipped with more 
than 50 rooms for hosting tourists at 10 different 
serene locations and gives opportunity to stay in 
pre-independence era Forest Rest Houses, main-
tained in its originality and to feel the nature from 
it’s closest.

Pristine, Placid and Picturesque ; Palamau
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North Koel River, Garu, Palamau Tiger Reserve    
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HABITAT
Palamau Tiger Reserve has been classed within the Central Indian 

Landscape Complex–the largest tiger landscape in India as described 
by the Wildlife Institute of India (WII). On its western side, the contiguity 
of habitat from Palamau extends into the Sanjay- Dubri Tiger Reserve, 
through Guru Ghasidas National Park, all the way to Bandhavgarh Tiger 
Reserve. To its north-east, Palamau TR is weakly connected to the Gautam 
Buddha Wildlife Sanctuary and Koderma Wildlife Sanctuary along the 
border with Bihar through the Lawalong Wildlife Sanctuary in Chatra 
district as well as the Hazaribag Wildlife Sanctuary. Towards the south, it 
is connected to the Saranda/ Odisha landscape through forests of Simdega 
and Palkot Wildlife Sanctuary in the Gumla District near Jashpur region 
of Chhattisgarh. 

According to Champion and Seth’s concept of classification of the 
forest types of India, the

forests of Palamau Tiger Reserve fall under the following types and 
sub types:

Types and sub-typesTypes and sub-types

•      Type I - Moist Tropical Forests•      Type I - Moist Tropical Forests 
    Groups 3 - Tropical Moist Deciduous forests.
    Sub – Groups –   3C Northern Indian Moist deciduous forests
    Sub – Types – 3C 2(e) Moist peninsular Sal forests.

•     Type II – Dry Tropical Forests.•     Type II – Dry Tropical Forests.
   Group 5- Tropical Dry Deciduous Forests
   Sub- Group 5B- Northern Tropical Dry deciduous forests
   Sub- type’s 5B/C1 (e)- Dry peninsular Sal forests
  (i)  5B/C2- Northern dry mixed deciduous forests.
              (ii) 5B/    E6- Aegle forest.
             (iii) 5B/E9- Dry bamboo brake

Teno Grassland, Baresanr Range
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Bagh-e-Champa, confluence of Burha and North Koel, Baresanr Range
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View from the throne of Chero Dynasty, Betla Fort, Betla Range

Located on the banks of Auranga river, the twin forts 
of Palamau are 17th century ruins with unique 

architectural features of Cheros and Mughals. Grand 
ramparts and bastions ti intricate arabesque designs 
of old fort showcases the original splendour of Chero 
Kings. 

The core of PTR has high level Sal to open grassland 
and also riverine beds formed by North Koel and 

Burha River. The spurs and valleys have different type 
of forests and have different distribution in wildlife. 
The riverine beds and their nearby areas cater good 
grassland and water bodies. The grasslands cover 485 
ha of area, which is utilized by wildlife. There are 84 
observed natural saltlicks and 40 water bodies in the 
core area which are frequented by wildlife. Thus the 
various trophic niches are well represented in core of 
PTR.
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A typical moring in forests
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Floral diversity of northern and sounthern ends of 
reserve is very well depicted by mixed terminalia 

forests of Betla Range and pure Sal forests of Baresanr. 
A well maintained network of forest roads of more than 
900 Kms give access to the one of the pristine places of 
country. Sal forests of Baresanr Range
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Cloud - clad forests of Netarhat are a 
treat to eyes and also an unmatched 

experience for visitors in monsoons. 
Magnolia Point, Sunrise Point, Koel view 
Point, Chalet of British era, Pear orchards 
are other tourism spots of Netarhat. (Left)

Numerous seasonal springs originate 
after rains which are life line for wild 

animals of reserve. These springs dry up by 
end of February. Waterholes dug up at places 
along the bed of the dried streams are used 
by animals during peak summers. (Right)

A typical morning during monsoons in Netarhat
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Panoramic view of Sugga Falls, Baresanr Range
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Situated on Burha River, Lodh 
Fall is highest waterfall of 
Jharkhand. It falls from a height 
of 143 m. Being a perennial 
source of water, the fall serves 
as life line of Palamau Tiger 
Reserve.
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Sugga Fall is second waterfall on 
Burha River. The carving made 
on granitic rocks by streams is a 
site to visit.
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Surkai Fall, Mahuadanr Range
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WILDLIFE

The faunal composition of PTR is very rich and diverse. 40 
species of mammals (table- 7), 205 species of birds, 28 species 

of amphibians and reptiles, 21 families of insects and 36 species of 
spiders are recorded.

The keystone species are Tigers, Elephants, Leopards, Grey Wolf, 
Gaur, Sloth Bear, Four- Horned Antelope, Indian Ratel, Indian Otter 
and Indian Pangolin. There are 11 Schedule- I species distributed in 
PTR among mammals only.

Palamau Tiger Reserve is home to more than 200 elephants. Its 
rich bamboo forest are best suited for conflict-free existence of Asian 
Elephants with inhabitants. Bisons and Spotted deers are found in 
abundance in Betla range. Conservation breeding of Sambars is going 
on in Soft release centre, Baresanr.  Reserve is also home to endangered 
Four Horned antelope and mouse deer. Sloth bears are found in 
abundance in forests of Baresanr and forests adjoining Netarhat and 
Orsa pat. 

Apart from mammals, reserve is rech in avian diversity. It is home 
to Malabar Pied Hornbill, Mottled Wood Owl, Woolly-Necked Stork, 
Black-naped Monarch, Indian Pittas. Kamaldah Lake in Betla range 
is winter home for migratory birds like ; Bar-headed Goose, Lesser 
Whistling Duck, Crested pochard, Garganey, Northern Pintail, Cotton 
Pygmy Goose etc. 

Among reptiles Red Sand Boa, King Cobra, Indian Cobra, Russel 
Viper, Indian Chameleon etc are listed.
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Pair of Indian Bisons (Bos gaurus)  sighted near Chhipadohar Bypass Railway Crossing

PALAMAU  25



PALAMAU  26

File picture of Bengal Tiger photographed ni PTR
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During these 41 years of existence of tiger reserve, it has seen sev-
eral ups and down. The area got converted from peaceful to naxal 

prone, not very dry to extreme dry, increased 191 village population 
to ten times, increased the cattle population from 30,000 (approx.) in 
1974 to 1,50,000 (approx.) now. The various anthropogenic factors 
including developmental schemes, aspiration of the villagers have 
also impacted this area. Similarly road network and road transport, 
railway frequencies and other communications have also increased 
several folds in the areas. All these factors have impacted the status of 
tigers, co- predators and prey species in PTR.

The distribution of tiger is spread over the entire Core Area but 
only some accessible areas (nearly 40%) have been covered due to 
naxal activities and shortage of staff. As per the All India Tiger Esti-
mate, 2010, PTR had mean population of 10 adult tigers. However, 
no tigers were camera trapped during 4th All India Tiger Estima-
tion-2018. Later, in 2019, a tiger was camera trapped in Garu Range 
and Chhipadohar Range. In Feb, 2020 a tigress was found dead in 
Betla Range. Recently, a scat colleted from Ramandag forest was 
found tiger positive bt Wildlife Institute of India, Dehradun. 

State Government, under guidance of NTCA, New Delhi is work-
ing towards revival of Tiger population and its prey base in the re-
serve. For creation of inviolate area for breeding of tigers two villages 
are being resettled voluntarily. 
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A family of Asian Elephants (Elephas maximus) cooling themselves in summers
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Conservation breeding program of Sambar (Deers, most 
preferred diet of tigers, is being carried out at Jora Sakhua, 
Baresanr Range.

Sambar deer (Rusa unicolor) at Soft release centre, baresanrPALAMAU  30
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Spotted deer (Axis axis) at Betla
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A quarter of the world’s antelope species are 
threatened with extinction, including the four-

horned antelope (Tetracerus quadricornis). Unique 
to the Indian subcontinent this interesting antelope is 
classed as Vulnerable to extinction by the IUCN.

The four-horned antelope (Tetracerus quadricornis) 
is a vulnerable, solitary endemic and smallest Asian 
herbivore bovid endemic to peninsular India and Nepal 
lives in undulating and hilly terrain. As an elusive, 
cryptic and shy species, it is extremely difficult to observe 
directly in wild throughout its range. Four horns in male 
distinguish sexes at maturity. Four Horned Antelope 
is is half a meter tall and weigh around 20 kilograms. 
The coat is dark brown and inside of the legs is white in 
colour. It has four horns, two between the ears and the 
second pair right on the front of the fore head. The back 
horns are 10 cm long and the front horns are up to 4 cm 
long. Only males have horns. The colour of its ears from 
outside is brown blackish. They have thin legs and are 
resembled by the dark black brownish stripe down the 
front of each leg.Length of its tail is around 10 -15 cm

Mating takes place between July to September. Gestation 
period rests for 7 - 8 months. Females give birth to 1- 3 
young ones. (Right)

Four Horned Anlelpoe (Tetracerus 
quadricornis)

Barking deers are found in abunance throughout reserve 
and act as prey for lesser carnivores.

Barking Deer (Muntiacus muntjac)
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There has been rise in population of leopards in the reserve. Recently the sighting of leopards 
has gone up in Betla Safari area. They are regularly being camera trapped with young cubs 
playing around mothers.

There is healthy population of secondary carnivores such as hyena and jackals. Ratels, civets are 
alos recorded.

Giant golden orb weaver (Nephila pilipes)

Asian palm civet (Paradoxurus hermaphroditus)

Indian Leopard(Panthera pardus fusca)
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Indian Grey Wolf (Cannis lupus pallipes) tend to breed during early winters and occupy dens for rais-
ing up the young ones. Pups are born sooty-brown, with a milk-white patch on the chest that fades 
with age.

Indian Giant Squirrel  (Ratufa indica)

Indian Grey Mongoose  (Herpestes edwardsii)

Pups of Indian Grey Wolf  (Canis lupus pallipes)
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Peninsular rock agama  (Psammophilus dorsalis)
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The Indian wolf is similar in structure to the European 
wolf, but is smaller, more slightly built, and has shorter 

fur with little to no under fur. Like the Arabian wolf, it has 
short, thin fur in summer, though the hair on the back remains 
long even in summer, an adaptation thought to be against solar 
radiation. The fur is generally greyish-red to reddish-white 
with grey tones. The hairs are grizzled with black, particularly 
on the back, which sports a dark V-shaped patch around the 
shoulders. The limbs are paler than the body, and the under 
parts are almost completely white.

It habits are like those of other grey wolf subspecies, 
though the Indian wolf generally lives in smaller packs rarely 
exceeding 6-8 individuals, and is relatively
less vocal, having rarely been known to howl.

It typically preys on antelopes, rodents, and hares. It 
usually hunts in pairs when targeting antelopes, with one 
wolf acting as a decoy while the other attacks from behind. 
The range of the Indian wolf overlaps with the golden jackal, 
sloth bear, leopard and tiger.

The mating process often takes place in the end of the rain 
and majority of the cubs are born in December, which is 
very different from other species of wolves. It is believed the 
timing of the rains which bring out additional food sources 
for these wolves are partial responsible for that timing. The 
mother will have several dens in each area and move her 
young around often. Three to nine whelps are born in a 
litter but generally only 1 survives. They come out when 
they are about three months of age. The entire pack will 
help to care for them. While they mother goes to hunt for 
food others will care for them. It won’t be long before they 
are joining her on hunting for their own food. The duration 
of life is 12-15 years.

Indian Grey Wolf  (Canis lupus pallipes)
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Monsoons are breeding season for most of the mammals.  Indian Bisons with young ones.
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Avifaunal diversity of Palamau Tiger Reserve : 

Out of 7 Important Bird Areas (IBAs) in the state of Jharkhand, Palamau Tiger Reserve has also been designated as IBA (IN-JH-02). Presence 
of 02 Critically Endangered bird species (White-rumped Vulture, Red-headed Vulture), 01 Endangered bird species (Egyptian Vulture), 

03 Vulnerable bird species (Asian Woollyneck, Greater Spotted-eagle, Green Munia) and 06 Near Threatened bird species (Black-necked stork, 
Black-headed ibis, Malabar pied-hornbill, Alexandrine Parakeet, River lapwing and Eurasian Curlew) has been attributed of Palamau Tiger 
Reserve.                   

Birding Hotspots of  Latehar :
1.Netarhat :  Located at a distance of  84 Kms from district headquarter, it sits at a height of 11oo mt. It mimics the  
sub-Himalayan biogeographic zone. Looking over picturesque valley of Mahuadanr, Ghaghri , Morwai it is home to  
Black-lored Tit, Great Tit, Small Minivets, Scarlet Minivet, Chestnut-bellied Nuthatch,  Velvet-fronted  Nuthatch,  
Black-rumped Flameback etc.

      2.Kamaldah Lake :  Its a waterbody in Betla Range of Palamau Tiger Reserve and caters to more than 20 
species of waterbirds during winters. e.g. Northern Pintail, Garganey, Common Pochard, Common teal, Cotton Pyg-
my Goose, Lesser Whistling Duck, Bar-headed geese etc. Ultramarine flycatcher has also been spotted in the area.

3. Kechki : Situated at  confluence of 
Auranga  and North-Koel rivers, it is abode 
to Hornbills, Asian Paradise Flycatcher, Pal-
las’s Fish-eagle etc.

Forests of Palamau Tiger Reserve and 
Mahuadanr Wolf Sanctuary in general is 
home to  more than 150 bird species.

Baya weaver

Gadwall Northern Pintail Garganey

Crested Serpent Eagle Honey Buzzard Mottled Wood Owl Shikra with Kill Black Kite
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Grey Hornbill Malabar Pied Hornbill
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Indian Black-Iored Tit, Netarhat
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TOURISM

At present 37.70 km2  area is demarcated as tourism 
zone in Betla and neighboring forests compart-

ments. It is overlapping zone. Jungle Safari activity is 
confined to this zone only. 

Apart from this other tourism spots such as Kechki 
sangam, Twin forts of Palamau, Mirchaiya, Tatahapani, 
Sugga bandh, Lodh Fall, Maromar, Netarhat etc are also 
visited by tourists. 

Palamau Tiger Reserve is equipped with more than 
50 rooms for hosting tourists at 10 different serene loca-
tions and gives opportunity to stay in pre-independence 
era Forest Rest Houses, maintained in its originality 
and to feel the nature from it’s closest. Besides, there is 
Jharkhand State Tourism Development Hotel (Van Vi-
har) having 2 A.C. rooms, 1 Double bedded tree house, 
7 Deluxe rooms, 16 Economy rooms, 4 Three-bedded 
dormitories, 1 – Eight - bedded dormitory, 2 Five - bed-
ded dormitories and , 2 other private hotels Debjani & 
Naihar having 16 & 7 rooms respectively beside 2 dor-
mitories of 10 beds & 5 beds capacity respectively. Re-
cently several new guest houses have come up.

Netarhat experiences a heavy footfall of tourists 
through out  year. Its relatively cooler climate and pic-
turesque landscapes attracts tourists from nearby states, 
specially West Bengal.

Entrance of Betla Safari Area, Betla
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Magnolia Sunset Point, Netarhat
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Hot Springs of Tatahapani
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Mirchaiya waterfalls is situated in Garu East range of South 
Division.  The fall is seasonal and dries up by the end of 

February. Tourists visit Mirchaiya from July to January. Tourist 
amenities at the waterfall has been developed under Swadesh 
Darshan Scheme of Government of India. 

The management of eco-tourism at Mirchaiya is entirely 
done by Mirchaiya Eco Development Committee. The revenue 
collected as entry fee is used for payment of wages to locals 
engaged in management of eco-tourism and maintenance of 
amenities. 
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Old Fort, Betla

Much of Chero history before the Mugha-
ls is shrouded in legend and stories. The 

Cheros were a powerful clan ruling parts of 
the region and rose to power after the decline 
of the Palas. The early Chero rulers came into 
conflict with Raksel Rajput chief Man Singh, 
who held the governorship of Bihar under the 
Mughal administration. The Mughal-Chero 
feud continued for years, spanning the reigns 
of Akbar, Jehangir and Shahjahan.

Palamu’s most famous Chero king was 
Medini Rai, who ascended to the throne in 
the early 1600s and is credited for having 
brought peace and prosperity to the chieftain-
cy. The twin forts of Palamu were also built 
during his rule, though some believe the new 
fort was built by his son. After Medini Rai’s 
death, the Chero kingdom fell apart. Internal 
clashes between Chero kings continued for 
years after this, until the British attacked and 
took over in the 1800s.

The old fort spans about 230m from east 
to west and about 140m from north to south, 
with 25-foot-high walls that are about sev-
en-feet thick. One can drive straight to the 
western side of the fort from Betla. The west-
ern half has a gateway, which still has some 
stones with meenakari work on them. There 
is also an upper storey — a long corridor with 
small, covered nooks. It may have been used 
as a Nahabat Khana, from where announce-
ments of the king were made. The covered al-
coves could have been sentry posts.  
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Entering through the gate, you reach an open 
courtyard clearly visible from the upper corridor. 
There are staircases with ventilators on each side 
of this courtyard. At present, the stairs are in pretty 
bad shape and one has to be careful climbing up 
to the corridor for a good view.  There are several 
high-walled gateways to the fort from this court-
yard.

Through the western entrance is a deep well 
alongside the ruins of a triple-domed brick mosque 
with octagonal towers. Reportedly, according to 
Tarikh-i-Daudia, written by 16th-century poet Ab-
dullah, the mosque was built by the Mughal gov-
ernor of Bihar, Daud Khan, to commemorate his 
conquest of Palamu. The ruins of another mosque 
stand just outside the western entrance of the fort. 

Inside, you can see the remains of the king’s 
palace and a tunnel on the lower end of the wall 
that might have been used as a secret passageway 
to escape in case of an attack. Several staircases al-
low visitors to climb up the rampart.
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New Fort, Betla
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Perched on the top of a hill, the new fort looks 
grand even from a distance. The rectangular 

structure spans about 230 metres from east to west 
but just over 90 metres north to south. The climb 
to the fort’s main gate has now been made easier 
with the construction of a motorable road right up 
to the gate. 

The structure’s 17-foot thick walls contained a 
continuous series of vaulted chambers. The usual 
battlements and a 12-foot-wide passage make up 
the rampart. Two large circular bastions on the 
southern wall are covered by domes with four win-
dows letting in the light. The floor of the bastions 
have a dry well, which seems to have been used for 
the storage of ammunition.

The main entrance to the fort, which is known 
as the Nagpuri Gate, extends about 80 feet beyond 
the fort wall. The gate itself is in ruins, but its re-
markably fine outer facade remains practically in-
tact. It has elaborate arabesque designs that show 
the exquisite workmanship and typical features of 
Mughal architecture during the reign of Jahangir 
— a style more Persian than Indian.

A Devanagari inscription on the side of the 
gate lists the names of Chero kings – the Persian 
inscriptions have long disappeared. Many stone 
artefacts and what are, one would presume, pieces 
of architectural elements from the fort lie scattered 
around the entrance. A pathway leads to a bastion 
from where visitors can get a clear view of the sur-
rounding region and the Auranga river.
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Rest Houses/ Tree Houses No. of rooms
New Tourists lodge, Betla 18
Old Tourists Hostel 6
FRH 1, Betla 2
FRH 2, Betla 2
Tree House, Betla 8
FRH Barwadih 2
FRH, Garu 2
FRH, Maromar 2
Tree House, Maromar 4
FRH, Baresanr 2
Tree House, Baresanr 4
FRH, Aksi 2
Wooden Cottage, Aksi 2
FRH, Sarnadih 2
FRH, Mahuadanr 2

Palamau Tiger Reserve has rest houses and tree houses at more than 10 locations, which provide 
tourists an opportunity to enjoy solace and feel the wilderness. Forest rest houses of pre-independece 

era have been maintained in it’s originality. Reservation of these rest houses can be done online by 
visiting www.palamautigerreserve.inwww.palamautigerreserve.in
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Tree House, Betla
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Tree House, Maromar
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FRH, Betla
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PEOPLE & FOREST
There are 191 villages situated in and 

around Palamau Tiger Reserve, who are 
dependent on  forests of reserve directly or 
indirectly. Major occupation of the people here 
is agriculture. People collect firewood, mahua, 
edible fruits and other minor forest produce 
from the forests of buffer area of reserve. 

About 95% of population inhabiting in 
and around reserve are Scheduled Tribes, 
including four Primitive tribes viz ; Korwa, 
Asur, Parahiya and Brijya. Brijya and Parahiyas 
are more in population than Korwas, while 
Asurs are situated in one village Husmu of 
Netarhat Plateau.

People worship sacred groves (Sarna Puja). 
Karma Puja, i.e. worship of tree god “Karam” 
Adina cordifolia and Sarhul, worshiping of Sal 
tree (Shorea robusta), the worshiping of cattle 
is also performed during Diwali. The tribals 
are all very simple in living and live in perfect 
harmony with nature. The traditions, cultures, 
festival are all linked with conservation of 
forests and biodiversity.

Tribals of the region are deeply connected 
to the nature through their religious beliefs, 
customs and traditions. They worship the 
sun and moon whom they regard as male 
and female deities. As a religious practice, 
they don’t have temple structures. They may 
smear a red or orange vermilion with oil on 
certain stones in and around the village as well 

as along the adjacent forest, and endow them 
with the names of their divinities.

Karma is a very popular folk dance of 
India. Though the folk dance is performed in 
other states such as Bihar, Madhya Pradesh 
and Chhattisgarh, it can be enjoyed the best in 
Jharkhand. The folk dance is performed in the 
month of August during the Karma festival.
This folk dance of Jharkhand has derived 
its name from a tree named Karma which is 
considered sacred because people believe that 
it brings good luck and prosperity. Hence the 
Karma festival is nothing but a celebration for 
the plantation of this tree.

Sarhul is a spring festival in the Indian 
state of Jharkhand. The festival is celebrated 
for three days, from the 3rd day of Chaitra 
month in Sukla Paksh to Chaitra Purnima. In 
the festival, the village priest Pahan or Laya, 
offers sacrifice of flowers, fruit, vermilion, 
rooster and tapan (liquor) in Sarnasthal to 
deities for good fortune of the village. Then 
the locals dance holding flowers of the sal 
tree. It is a symbol of commencement of the 
new year. According to the tradition, it also 
symbolises marriage between the Earth and 
the Sun.
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Paddy plantation near Aksi, Mahuadanr
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Asur  have been known 
to be ancient iron 

smelters and probably   were the 
ones who first made iron in the 
world. They are traditional iron 
smelters and metal workers; 
ancient metal relics discovered 
from various Asur sites in modern 
times. As per archaeological 
evidence Jharkhand has a long 
tradition of metallurgy of copper, 
gold and iron smelting and it is 
believed that a nomadic group 
known as Asur had introduced 
the craft of iron smelting in this 
region. Hailing form one of the 
most ancient ethnic group Asurs’ 
are said to be the descendant 

of Mahishasur (a demon king); 
residing in Netarhat. 

Asurs are Proto-Astlide and 
its demonic language relates 
to the Aostoishiatic language 
family. These subgroups have 
been divided into three aliens: 
Veer Asur, Agoriya Asur and 
Birjiya Asura. 

The Korwa 
tribe worships Satbahini Devi. 
The Pahadia Korwa are divided 
into four septs: Hezda, Samati, 
Edikhar and Madikhar. These 
can all intermarry and interdine. 
The Deharia Korwas, who were 
settled cultivators, have three 
septs: Dewanihar, Dhanuhar and 
Majhi.

Both men and women get 
tattooed in places where 
ornaments are worn - on the 
wrists, neck, above the breasts, 
legs and ankles, but nowhere 
near the back and forehead. A Korwa Lady in traditional attire

Iron smelting by Asurs
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Sarhul festival

Karam Festival

Sarhul festival

One of the most popular tribal 
festivals celebrated across the 

Jharkhand region, Sarhul festival 
marks the beginning of New Year. It is 
celebrated by the Oraon, the Munda 
and the Ho tribes, of the Jharkhand re-
gion. Celebrated every year in the first 
month of the Hindu calendar, on the 
third day of the moon or the fortnight 
of ‘Chaitra’, Sarhul marks the advent 
of the spring season or “Phaagun” and 

is celebrated till the month of June or 
“Jeth”.

Sarhul means worship of trees. Be-
ing close to nature, these tribes start 
the Sarhul festival with the worship of 
trees and other elements of nature.

Karma Festival is an agricultural 
festival of diverse groups of trib-

al people such as the Ho, Mundadri, 
Oraon, Santhali, and Nagpuri tribes.
This festival is mainly celebrated in the 
regions of Jharkhand and Jhargram 
(West Bengal).

In this festival, people worship the 
Karam Rani, the Goddess of wealth 
and children in the Hindu month of 
Bhado (August-September) on the 
11th day of a full moon (Purnima). 
There are many interesting Karma fes-
tival rituals associated to this rejoicing 
event.
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Mahua grows to a big tree and 
forms a large canopy with its 

branches and leaves. Though mahua, 
in general, is synonymous with an 
alcoholic beverage popular in the state, 
the tribals uses the plant for other 
purposes as well.

Mahua bears flowers between 
February and April. During this time, 
the tree is mostly stripped bare after 
the fall season. In remote villages the 
areas surrounding mahua trees are 
put on fire to make the place ready for 
collection of flowers and to keep away 
wild animals, especially bears, who are 
fond of mahua.

The mahua flower is in such 
high demand that the villagers start 
collecting them as soon as they fall. 
Villagers use the flower to prepare 
alcohol, mostly for self-consumption, 
by the simple distillation process.

The preparation of alcohol from 
mahua flowers is not only illegal, but 
its consumption sometimes results in 
blindness and eventually death if taken 
in a concentrated form called chua. 
However, some tribal communities 
continue to prepare as it forms a major 
source of their income.

The mahua flower is used for 

curing many common ailments as well. 
The alcohol made from the flower can 
be used to cure bronchitis. If the flower 
is fried in ghee it helps cure piles. The 
flowers, which dry on the trees, can be 
used to treat malaria after it is made 
into a paste with water. The paste has 
to be rubbed over the patient’s body.

Mahua bear fruits between June 
and July. The fruit stone is called Dola 
in Mundari and Madgi in Oraon.

The bark of the mahua tree provides 
relief from itching and other skin 
disease when applied in the form of a 
paste. The root can lessen the deadly 
effect of stings by scorpions. The root 
can also be used to cure ulcers.

The oil from mahua seed is used 
to light lamps as it forms a cheap 
form of fuel for the poor tribals. It is 
also used to cure skin diseases and 
fungal infections caused by excessive 
exposure to water.

The tribals use the seed oil to cure a 
disease in new-born babies called Kala 
dabba. According to tribals, a new-
born baby is sadi to be suffering from 
kala dabba when there remains a gap in 
the skull crown. The abnormality may 
even lead to death. A mixture of ficus 
recimasa, mahua seed oil, mustard oil, 

Mahua : Boon or Bane ?
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coconut oil and a little kerosene oil is 
applied on the scalp in such cases.

The oil cake is used as a manure by 
tribals.They also use the oil cakes to 
catch fish. The mahua oil cake, which 
contains a feeble poison called saponin, 
has no effect on humans and animals. 
But when sprinkled into streams and 
ponds, the fish floating near the water 
surface come in touch with the poison 
and die.

Even the mahua timber is widely 
used by the tribals to make small 
furniture, primarily for self use and 
sometimes for sale.

The tribals even use the tree for 
weather forecasting. It is a general belief 
that if the tree bears too many fruit it 
indicates heavy rainfall throughout the 
year.

However, mahua flowers bring 
sorrows for the forests and wildlife. As 
people set fire below mahua trees to 
clean the floor of leaves and pick mahua 
flowers. Every year major portions 
of reserve is burnt due to forest fires 
caused due to mahua collection. 

Mahua : Boon or Bane ?
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Livelihood Generation Activities 
An Eco Sensitive Zone around Palamau Wildlife Sanctuary, Betla National 

Park and Mahuadanr Wolf Sanctuary has been notified by Ministry of 
Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Govt. of India in August, 2019. In 
the interest of conserving the fragile environment of above three Protected 
Areas, all industrial activities causing any form of pollution has been prohibited. 
It provides for promotion of eco-friendly activities such as use of renewable 
energy sources.

As a result eco-development of local communities for enabling them to 
earn form alternative sources has become need of the hour. Accordingly, 
various training workshops such as Bamboo craft training, Sewing training, 
Beauty parlour training, making of artificial jwellery, mushroom  cultivation, 
Honey-bee keeping, Cooking classes etc are conducted by Tiger Reserve. 
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Bamboo furnitures made by the villagers of Henar, a forest village has made 
its reputation in the region for it’s premium finish. Every year, the villagers 
of Henar receive a heavy demand for furnitures made of bamboo. 

Tiger reserve imparts training to the volunteers, supplies them eith 
necessary tools wuring training workshops and also helps them connect 
with customers by displaying their products at souvenir shops at various 
places.
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Ever growing influx of tourists at Netarhat, Betla and other tourist spots of 
reserve has opened up new oppornuties for youths in field of tourism and 
hispitality. Several restaurants have come up in recent years which need 
trained cooks and tour guides. 

Tiger reserve is imparting training to interested people for cooking and 
hospitality. Nature guide workshops are also conducted for livelihood 
generation.
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Greening Young Minds :

Children are the future of a society. Tiger reserve is organising workshops, 
programs for orienting and sensitizing them towards forest and wildlife 
conservation with help of Nukkad Nataks, Movies, painting and essay 
writing competitions, nature walks, excursion tours etc. 

To make them easily understand the issues of forest fires, wildlife crimes etc. 
comics have been published and distributed in schools. 
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certified product

Empowering Communities
Wildlife protection and eco-development go hand in hand. We cannot 

imagine of wildlife and forest protection without the support of local 
communities. Empowering communities for forest and wildlife protection 
and sharing dividends is the best and effective method of seeking their sincere 
support for the cause.

People of Henar, a forest village situated deep inside forests of naxal hit 
Baresanr reserve forest were traditional honey collectors. It was highly sought 
for its purity and wild origin. A honey processing plan was installed for the 
processing of raw honey and selling through EDC run society. It helped in 
increasing their income. 

Recently, the fssai certification of the Henar Honey was received, which 
would enable its online retailing.

Similarly, Eco-development committees of Lodh and Mirchaiya were 
motivated and empowered by ensuring their active involvement in eco-
tourism management at respective waterfalls. 15 members of Lodh EDC 
were sent to Athirampally waterfalls in Kerala for exposure visit and learning 
about management of eco-tourism sites.

Today, EDC members of Lodh and Mirchaiya are running these sites 
independently under supervision of forest department. They have generated 
more than 5000 man-days within a year by employing villagers of Lodh.

EDC, Lodh is also enforcing plastic free tourism by, putting lables of 10/- 
on plastic bottles entering the falls area and reimbursing the same if empty 
bottles are returned at exit. 

Economic empowerment has given them a sense of self-esteem and 
confidence and willingness to extend support in wildlife conservation.
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During grievvance redressal meeting of EDC Lodh

Hon’ble Chief Minister visited and encouraged EDC members

Labelling of plasting bottles with Rs. 10/- token sticker
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Protection and Patrolling

Camera trapping, collection of pugmark plaster casts and 
tracings, rake marks are crucial acitivites in wildlife protection 
and conservation. To enforce these well monitored patrolling 
is necessary. 

M-STrIPES mobile app developed by WII, Dehradun is being 
extensivley used since 2020. Detailed report regarding, dis-
tances covered by every individual, sightings done by them is 
recorded, analysed and report is sent to NTCA every month.

Since 2021, M-STrIPES is being completely used for Phase-I 
data collection.

Left to Right : 1. Map showing patrolling intensity in 1 sq. km 
grid.  2. Map showing gps traced paths of patrols in North Divi-
sion of particular month, 3. Same for South Division.
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Left to Right : 1. Tracing of pugmark in tracing slate, 2. Using POP 
for collecting plaster cast of the pugmarks.
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Mukesh kumar, IFS,
Dy. Director, South Division
Palamau Tiger Reserve

Saikat Chattopadhyaya
Wildlife Photographer and
Theatre Artist, Masoom Arts, Daltonganj

Mukul Mukherjee, 
Wildlife Photographer, Ranchi

Manish Bakshi,
GIS Expert, Palamau Tiger Reserve

Subodh Kumar, 
Sub Beat Officer, SouthDivision
 Palamau Tiger Reserve
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Contact Us

Office of Chief Conservator of Forest and Field Director, 
Palamau Tiger Reserve, Medininagar
Forest Colony, Daltonganj. 822101
email : ccf-fdptr@gov.in
Mob No. 8987790040

Office of Deputy Director, 
North Division, Palamau Tiger Reserve, Medininagar
Forest Colony, Daltonganj. 822101
email : dfo-ptrnorth@gov.in
Mob No. 8987790041

Office of Deputy Director, 
South Division, Palamau Tiger Reserve, Medininagar
Forest Colony, Daltonganj. 822101
email : dfo-ptrsouth@gov.in
Mob No. 8987790042

For more information and rest house booking, please visit www.palamautigerreserve.
in
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Lower  Ghaghri Waterfall, Netarhat
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